
THE AGRARIAN

Access for All: The Mansion Accessibility Project
We’re excited to share with you Gore Place’s current 
capital project: the Mansion Accessibility Project. 
As we work toward our goal of becoming the 
preeminent early 19th century country estate in the 
region and a community resource for all, this effort 
will improve both interpretation and accessibility at 
Gore Place.

The Mansion Accessibility Project will be com-
pleted in phases. In the first phase, we will build an 
exterior ramp to the main entrance of the mansion 
and an accessible bathroom on the first floor in the 
west wing. During later phases, we will rebuild two 
Gore-era staircases to improve staff access to the 
cellar and mezzanine, and we will create a video of 
the second floor as a new way to access and learn 
about that space. Phase 1 kicks off in Spring 2017.

This new undertaking is another way we’re exe-
cuting the Strategic Plan approved by the Board 
of Governors in 2015. The plan’s goals focus on 
providing resources, improving interpretation, and 
seeking new partnerships. Improving the mansion’s 
accessibility supports these goals by:

�� Providing a resource that all members of our 
community can access;

�� Reconstructing missing walls for improved 
interpretation while also capturing space for 
a modern accessible bathroom; 

�� Attracting new visitors and partners who 
may not have felt welcome before, and 
encouraging return visits.

Recently, while preparing to launch this vital proj-
ect, Gore Place hosted a group from the Watertown 
office of Toward Independent Living and Learn-
ing (TILL), a nationally recognized social services 
organization that supports individuals of all ages 
with disabilities through residential and vocational 
opportunities. More than 100 TILL members had a 
wonderful time visiting the farm, enjoying a scaven-
ger hunt of the grounds, and picnicking under the 
trees. This was the first time that TILL members had 
visited Gore Place and their staff was very pleased 
to have made such a fine connection so close by. 

“I shared the news of the upcoming changes 
that would be taking place at your property and 
received immediate positive responses that folks 
would be planning a return visit to Gore Place,” 
says Paula Aiesi, TILL’s director of community 
connections. “As advocates for universal access for 
everyone, we are always thrilled to hear news of 
renovations that allow people who use wheelchairs 
to share beautiful sites along with everyone else.”  

Fundraising for this critical effort is underway 
now. Project phases will be completed as funds 
become available. We are very pleased to report 
that the Mansion Accessibility Project has already 
received grants from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Facilities Fund and the City of Waltham Community 
Preservation Act Fund. When Gore Place completes 
the Mansion Accessibility Project, our museum will 
be even more welcoming to everyone, because all 
visitors will have equitable access to our mansion.
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In Memoriam
We regretfully report the death of 

former Gore Place Board member 

Mrs. Philip W. Bianchi (Bunny) 

in September. Bunny served as a 

Governor from 2005-2011 and 

was very active on the Collections 

Committee and with the Holiday 

Party. She remained involved with 

Gore Place until her death. We 

will miss her cheerful smile and 

willingness to help.

Our New Logo!
We are very pleased to introduce 

our new logo and color palette 

developed as part of our first 

marketing initiative. This is an 

exciting new effort to increase 

awareness of Gore Place and all 

that we have to offer.

Gore Place staff members Thom Roach and Marjorie Scarff review the draft accessibility plans.



PAST, MEET PRESENT

Archery at Gore Place Hits the Bull’s-eye
We know from the writings of authors like Jane Austen 
that archery was a popular pastime in the early 1800s. 
Today, archery’s popularity is flying high again, thanks 
in part to movies like The Hunger Games and Brave. 
This new trend did not miss Thom Roach, Gore Place’s 
director of programs and interpretation. 

Last year, Thom renewed his childhood interest in  

the sport when he joined a class at his local recreation 

department led by On The Mark Archery founder Mark 

Pirrello and coach Winston Woo. Thom enjoyed the 

class and knew it would be a big hit at Gore Place, so 

he coordinated a class in July and August for all ages.

“Offering our class to all ages really worked out,” 
Roach says. “We had young couples looking for  
an activity to enjoy together. We had kids that were 
friends from school. We even had a father and son 
participating together. And the setting was perfect. 
The house made a spectacular backdrop.” Thom is 

quick to note the archery range faced away from  
the mansion!

Our summer class completely sold out, so we’re 
planning to book another series of archery classes 
next year. It’s one of a number of special activities 
Gore Place offers throughout the year for children and 
adults. If there is a special activity you would like us  
to offer, contact Thom at events@goreplace.org or 
call 781-894-2798 ext. 12. He would love to  
hear from you!

Letter from our Board President
Dear Members and Supporters,

As each newsletter demonstrates, there is a lot going on at Gore Place. Our energetic 
and creative staff continue to develop new programs, interact with broader audiences, 
and find increasingly innovative ways to use our facilities and open spaces. Now that 
the Carriage House renovation has been completed, the staff and the Board have 

turned their attention to other aspects of the property. Under Scott Clarke’s guidance, a new farm plan is being 
considered.  With the help of landscape architect Craig Halvorson, a new planting plan, generated around the 
reinstallation of period-appropriate species, has been developed.

A third initiative that is currently being evaluated focuses on the mansion itself. Under the leadership of our 
preservation architect, Jeff Baker, and his firm, a program to improve the accessibility standards in the mansion is 
underway. This project will include the construction of a ramp at the front of the building, the installation of an 
accessible bathroom on the main floor, the re-creation of the service stair to the basement, and the rebuilding 
of the internal “family” stair that fits into the cavity behind the Great Hall. These improvements, which will be 
brought before the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board for acceptance, will improve the accessibility of the 
mansion and will greatly broaden the ability to interpret the building to the period of Christopher and Rebecca 
Gore’s occupancy.

These are exciting times at Gore Place, and I encourage all members to stop by to see what’s going on, and hear 
more details about the progress that is being made on these three important initiatives.

Sincerely,

Jim Hunnewell
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CONTRIBUTE TO OUR BOOK SALE 

New Life for your Used Books!

We are accepting used book donations for 
our annual Book Sale in February. Call us 
at 781-894-2798 to make an appointment 
to drop off your books.



COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Gore Place was honored to be part of “Watch! Read! Listen!,” a new community 
initiative organized by the Waltham Public Library to encourage residents to 
experience a story together. This summer’s story was “Mowgli’s Rainy Day” by 
Brittany Rubiano. Gore Place was one of two sites chosen to feature the book, 
and we displayed the book’s illustrated pages along our free Story Trail near 
the farm. We’re excited for this city-wide program designed to start a dialogue, 
uncover new perspectives, and bring people together.

The Farm at Gore Place contributed seeds to the nearby Fitzgerald 
Elementary School garden in Waltham. The students started the seeds in-
doors, planted the seedlings outside, and harvested the greens and herbs 
for the school cafeteria. Allison Smith, Fitzgerald PTO Garden Coordina-
tor, said the students were thrilled to work in their own garden.

MANSION INTERPRETATION
The Furnishing and Decorating Plan for the historic bed chambers in the 
mansion is nearly complete. This plan is supported by a grant from the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. We are thankful for the expertise of consultants 
Clark Pearce, Natalie Larson, and Christine Thomson, who are working with us 
on furniture, textiles, and paint and hardware analysis. We’re excited to receive 
their report!

THE FARM AND LANDSCAPE OPERATIONS
It was a long, hot summer for the farm. The tomatoes were wonderful and the 
August corn roasts were particularly welcome. Farmer Scott Clarke continues 
to develop the Master Tree Planting Plan with our landscape architect Craig 
Halvorson and the Grounds Committee. The plan outlines new plantings, 
borders, screenings, and fencing to complement the excellent landscape 
structure that remains from the Gores’ time. The Main Street fence has already 
been removed and only the portion near the tent replaced. State Representa-
tives Tom Stanley and John Lawn called to thank Gore Place for restoring the 
splendid view across the lawns to the mansion!

Noteworthy
Our Best Annual Fund Year Ever!
Gore Place’s Annual Fund donors have broken a 

record—donating more money than ever before, 

a remarkable 20% more than last year! Gifts to the 

Annual Fund provide vital unrestricted funds for 

Gore Place and allow us to grow and prosper.  

We are grateful for the steadfast support.  

Thank you to all our donors!

Welcome, New Members
We are delighted to report that our membership 

has increased 57% thanks to new members who 

have joined over the past two years.  

Upcoming Member Events
�� Snooker and Spirits: A special chance to play 

a game on our snooker table!

�� Lecture by Curt DiCamillo: Coming in 2017

�� Behind-the-scenes tour of our staircase 

restoration

�� Picnic on the Grounds

Interested in additional membership activities? 

Contact Kali Noble at kalinoble@goreplace.org 

to learn more.

We Love our Volunteers!
Our volunteers lend their expertise and talents to  

Gore Place in so many ways. Here is Jerry Robertson 

driving the tractor at the Sheepshearing Festival!  

We’re always welcoming new volunteers. Email us  

at volunteers@goreplace.org to find out more.

Enjoying the Story Trail on a beautiful fall morning.



Upcoming Programs—Join Us!
Moonlight Tours
November 11 and 25, 2016; January 6 and 20, 2017; 
February 10 and 24, and March 10 and 24, 2017, 

7:30 p.m.

Annual Holiday Party
December 8, 2016, 6-9 p.m.

Candlelight and Holly Celebration
December 16, 2016, 7-9 p.m.

Santa Teas
December 17, 2016, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
December 18, 2016, 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Holiday Tea
December 17, 2016, 4 p.m..

Music for the Holly Days
December 21, 2016, 7:30 p.m.

Edgar Allan Poe Dramatization
January 28, 2017, 3 and 5 p.m.

Tea and Tunes
February 5 and 19, March 12  
and 26, 2017, 3 p.m.

Take a Walk Backpack Rentals
Year-round

Babywearing Tours, Toddler Times,  
and Preschool Play
Monthly

Snowshoe Rentals
January-March

Annual Book Sale
February

30th Annual Sheepshearing Festival
April 29, 2017 

Be Inspired Floral Events
June 8-10, 2017

4th Annual Fall Festival at Gore Place
September 23, 2017 

Visit goreplace.org for details  
and to purchase tickets online.

Social Media Moment!
Watching the pumpkin drop at the  

3rd Annual Fall Festival at Gore Place  

in September 2016.

Share your photos with us! Post on our  

Facebook page or tag us at @goreplace  

on Twitter and Instagram.

Private Event Rentals
Make your next event a historic one. 

Now booking weekday events in early 

2017. Learn more at goreplace.org or 

email functionrentals@goreplace.org.
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